
SMALL	MANGER	–	BIG	LESSON 
SCRIPTURE FOR TODAY: 
“And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 
wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in 
a manger; because there was no room for them in 
the inn.”  Luke 2:7 KJV 
Sometimes, we too quickly, overlook the significance of small 
things.  The manger bed and its precious occupant are 
among the most cherished memories of my childhood; but 
as I return there in later life, the wonder ever grows. “And 
without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God 
was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, 

preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into glory.” 1 Timothy 3:16 

Let me point out a few things before I run away with my thoughts. 
When a child among the Hebrews was born, it was washed in water, rubbed in salt, and then wrapped in 
swaddling clothes; that is, not garments regularly made, as with us in our modern world, but bands or blankets or 
cloths that confined the limbs closely to the body  Eze 16:4. There was nothing special in the manner in which the 
infant Jesus was treated. This was the norm for peasant children. 

The word rendered “inn” in this verse means simply a place of halting, a lodging-place. Inns, Motels and the likes 
were not common in the days mentioned here. Hospitality was a responsibility of everyone. The word rendered 
“manger” means simply a crib or place where cattle were fed. Mary and Joseph were obliged to be content in 
one of the stalls appropriated to the beasts on which they rode. 

I found myself thinking about mangers - eating troughs for donkeys, cows, and maybe even sheep. This seems 
to be so small and insignificant, but in Luke 2, God thought it important enough to point it out three times. He 
also pointed out that the baby Jesus was laid in it. So, what is the importance of the manger? 

In the Old Testament, Exodus 16, it tells about the Israelites being led out of captivity and into the wilderness. 
They complained about not having food. God gave them “manna from heaven”, which they complained 
about. In the New Testament (John 6). Jesus had fed 5,000 people with five barley loaves and two fish. Later, 
He tells the crowd and the disciples, " ...it is My Father who gives you the true bread out of heaven. For the 
bread of God is that which comes down out of heaven, and gives life to the world ... I am the bread of life; he 
who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst." John 6:32-33, John 6:35 (NASB) 

My thoughts went to Matthew 6:8-13. Jesus tells us that GOD knows what we need and then teaches us "how" 
to pray. Vs. 11 -1 2, state, "Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven 
our debtors." (NASB) 

Coming back to the manger, I realise that when Jesus the Messiah was born and laid into a manger that God, 
Our Father, had sent Manna from heaven that was more holy than any other ever sent before. I began to think 
about the humbling effect upon us to come on bended knee and feed from that Manna. 

Sadly, some still complain about their diet and want something different, just as the Israelites did. He is 
the bread that we need to ask to be fed from daily. When we eat from our Bread of Life — Jesus Christ — it 
becomes spiritually necessary to get rid of the dirt that is inside. Therefore, we need to ask for forgiveness. 

Come to the manger and take a second look inside. What company we meet there! Shepherds with their naive 
wonder; angels from the realms of glory; educated, wise men with their gifts; aged saints like Simeon and Anna. 
Surely the desire of all nations is here! May the Lord of glory be born in the mean stable of our hearts, transforming 
it into a palace! As we kneel before our God in humble adoration, we find fellow believers and enquirers, who 
make no distinctions about the right of each of us to be there.  

As you look at the babe inside that manger, whom everyone came to admire, remember that He is the same 
person who later was rejected, mutilated, and killed for sins He never committed. Praise God, Jesus arose from 
the dead! Now, because He did this, we can go to our manger and eat daily from the Bread of Life and 
drink His Living Water.  

Finally, notice how God moved Nations and Rulers, who do not believe in Him, to cause the circumstances that 
brought Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem to fulfill prophecy and the will of God. There is nothing that God won’t 
do for us and for His Church – the Body and Bride of Christ. 

I am praying that God might give us all a fresh look at Christmas when our Saviour was born. May our minds 
comprehend the significance of even the smallest of things – even a lowly manger. 


